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NOTE

This Volume reproduces the text of the Bhela
Samhita. According to Dr. Hoernle {Studies in the
Medicine of Ancient India, Oxford, 1907) the theory of
the Ancient Indians regarding Medicine has been
transmitted to us in three different systems, namely,
the systems of Atreya, Susruta and Vagbhata. Atreya is
said to have flourished in the sixth century B. C. and to
have had six pupils, each of whom is reputed to have
committed to writing the teaching of the master in the
form of a Samhita or compendium. But at present not
more than two of them are known to us, namely, the
compendia of Agnivesa and Bhela. The former does not
appear to have survived in its original form and exists at
present only in the redaction undertaken by Charaka.
On the other hand, the compendium by Bhela has come
down to us in a single manuscript which is written in |
Telegu character. This manusecript is taken by Dr. Hoernle
to have been written about 1650 A. D. and is preserved in
the Palace Library in Tanjore (Burnell’s Catalogue,
. No. 10778). Copies have been made from time to time
from this unique’ manuseript. . Dr, qumle‘ had & 6tcyqpy‘ ;
made for him by order of the Government of Madras in
1905. Dr. 0¢fdier ‘bad & copy made at an earlier date.




ii NOTE

I have two copieé made on two different occasions by two
different seribes at an interval of about ten years. The
manuscript is said to be in a fragile condition and has
rapidly decayed. It has been considered desirable to
reproduce the text in its present condition with a view to
make it accessible to scholars and to facilitate the study
of one of the most ancient monuments of Indian medicine.
Professor Aufrecht (Cat. Cat. 416) notices another ma-
nuscript, Radh 32, in a library in Lahore, but Dr.Hoernle
was not able to verify its existence. The Tanjore manus-
eript is obviously incomplete and is in some places unin-
telligible. Vedantabisharad ~Ananta Krishna Shastri,
University Lecturer in Sanskrit, who has read through
the proofs, has suggested emendations, which are either
enclosed in brackets or inserted in footnotes. It is
proposed to publish an English version of the text with
critical apparatus and introduction. :

CALCUTTA, "
% . ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE.
30th September, 1921, .
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